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clearness, that all the precedents relied on to justify or to excuse this pro-
ceeding are either not to the purpose, or, from the times and circum-
stances at and under which they happened, are in no way entitled to re-
spect in a free government, existing under a written Constitution. But
for ourselves, we stand on the plain words of that Constitution itself. A
thousand precedents elsewhere made, whether ancient or modern, can
neither rescind, nor control, nor explain away these words. The words
are, that ' each House shall keep a Journal of its proceedings.' 2so gloss,
no ingenuity, no specious interpretation, and much less any fair or just
reasoning, can reconcile the process of expunging with the plain meaning
of these words, to the satisfaction of the common-sense and honest under-
standing of mankind. If the Senate may now expunge one part of the
Journal of a former session, it may, with equal authority, expunge another
part, or the 'whole. It may expunge the entire record of any one session,
or of all sessions.

" It seems to us inconceivable how any men can regard such a power,
and its exercise at pleasure, as consistent with the injunctions of the Con-
stitution. It makes no difference what is the completeness or incomplete-
ness of the act of expunging, or by what means done; whether by erasure,
obliteration, or defacement; if by defacement, as here proposed, whether
one word or many words are written on the face of the record; whether
little ink or much ink is shed on the paper; or whether some part, or the
whole, of the original written Journal may yet by possibility be traced. If
the act done be an act to expunge, to blot out, to obliterate, to erase the
record, then the record is expunged, blotted out, obliterated, and erased.
And mutilation and alteration violate the record as much as obliteration
or erasure. A record, subsequently altered, is not the original record. It
no longer gives a just account of the proceedings of the Senate. It is no
longer true. It is, in short, no Journal of the real and actual proceedings
of the Senate, such as the Constitution says each House shall keep.

"The Constitution, therefore, is, in our deliberate judgment, violated
by this proceeding, in the most plain and open manner.

" The Constitution, moreover, provides that the yeas and nays, on any
question, shall, at the request of one-fifth of the members present, be en-
tered on the Journal. This provision most manifestly gives a personal
right, to those members who may demand it, to the entry and preservation
of their votes on the record of the proceedings of the body not for one day
or one year only, but for all time. There the yeas and nays are to stand
forever, as permanent and. lasting proof of the manner in which members
have voted on great questions before them. But it is now insisted that
the votes of members taken by yeas and nays, and thus entered on the
Journal, as a matter of right, may still be expunged, so that that, which it
required more than fourth-fifths of the Senators to prevent from being pat
on the Journal, may, nevertheless, be struck off, and erased the next mo-
ment, or at any period afterward, by the will of a mere majority; or, if
this be denied, then the absurdity is adopted of maintaining that this pro-